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GENERAL INFORMATION 

GUIDANCE SERVICES 
 
The Guidance Department’s functions are many. The counselors’ chief roles are in the areas of personal, education, and career 
counseling. In order to accomplish this, they perform such tasks as pupil scheduling, career information, post-secondary 
education, student and parent orientation programs, referrals for outside services, pupil testing, and maintaining pupil records. 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
The Waterville Central School District offers a variety of courses and programs designated to meet the needs of all students. 
All graduating seniors must have successfully completed program requirements for a regents diploma, or a local diploma. 
 
REGENTS DIPLOMA WITH ADVANCED DESIGNATION & REGENTS  DIPLOMA WITH ADVANCED DESIG-
NATION WITH HONORS 
 
UNITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 
1. English 4 units 
2. Social Studies 4 units 
3. Mathematics 3 units 
4. Science 3 units 
5 Health 1/2 unit 
6. Real World Skills 1/2 unit 
7. Art or Music 1 unit 
8. Foreign Language 3 units (Can substitute-Fine Art/Music/Occupational Education - 5 units) 
9. Electives 1 unit 
10. Physical Education 2 units 
Elective credits to fulfill a minimum of 22 units 
 
Upon completion of these units, diplomas will be issued according to the following criteria: 
 
Local Diploma 
Students must receive a grade of 65 on four (4) of the required five (5) Regents exams and a 55-64 on the remaining one (1). 
 
All students must receive a grade of 65 or better on all fi ve Regents exams and will receive a Regents Diploma. 
 
Regents Diploma - students must pass the following Regents exams with a grade of 65 or above, English Language Arts, Unit-
ed States History and Government, Global Studies, Algebra, and Science. 
 
Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation - students must pass the following Regents exams with a grade of 65 or above. 
English Language Arts, United States History and Government, Global Studies, Algebra, Geometry, Algebra II/ 
Trigonometry, Life Science, Physical Science, and Foreign Language. Students can replace the Foreign Language requirement 
with a five-credit sequence in Fine Arts, Music, or Technology. 
 
Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation with Honors - students must fulfill the Advanced Designation Exam require-
ments with an average of 90 or above on all Regents exams. 
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GRADE LEVEL PLACEMENT 
1. Grade 9 
Must have 5 units at the end of the school year to go to Grade 10 
Constants considered: English 9 - 1 unit 
                                     Global Studies I - 1 unit 
                                     Earth Science - 1 unit 
                                     Math - 1 unit 
                                     Art or Music - 1 unit 
2. Grade 10 
Must have 10 units at the end of the school year to go to Grade 11 
Constants considered: English 10 - 1 unit 
                                    Global Studies II - 1 unit 
                                    Biology - 1 unit 
                                    Math - 1 unit 
3. Grade 11 
Must have 15 at the end of the school year units to enter Grade 12 
Constants considered: 
                                   English 11 - 1 unit 
                                   American History - 1 unit 

 
STUDENT PROGRAM LOAD - (Minimum requirements) Each full-time student must carry the equivalent of six (6) aca-
demic units plus Physical Education (exclusive of Band and Chorus). Students must have three (3) academic courses 
per semester. Seniors who are on Work Release must be enrolled in a minimum of two (2) courses each semester and may not 
leave the building before the end of the third block (11:22 a.m.). If a student on work release decides to leave the building 
later than the end of the third block, he or she will be required to enroll in another course. 

 
 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
1. Unit of Credit - One unit of credit is granted for the successful completion of a subject studied one period a day for one 

full semester. Credit is granted for work done at the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade levels. 
 
2. Passing Grade - 9-12 65% for school credit 65% for passing Regents examinations. 
 
Grading - Final grades are determined by averaging marking period grades and final examinations equally. 
 
1. A passing Regent’s or final exam grade does not mean or ensure a passing grade for the course. 
2. Students taking a Regents course must use the Regents exam as the final exam grade. In courses where an R.C.T. Exam is 
given, the R.C.T. Grade will be used to fulfill the state graduation requirement. This will last until Regents Competency Tests 
are phased out. 
3. Drop/Adds for 20 Week Course: Students may drop and/or add courses within the first eight days of a semester. After eight 
days, students must remain in the class until the 10 week point when a 10 week course can be added. Any other requests for 
drops will require a student/teacher/parent/guidance/administrator meeting. 
4. Drops/Adds for 10 week Course: Students may drop and/or add courses within the first five days of a 10 week course. 
5. Independent Study: For independent study courses, there must be a signed written contract between the student and teacher 
that lists requirements and is then filed in the guidance office. 
6. Students repeating failed courses: The course must be repeated at the home school. It must be repeated in its entirety. The 
grade earned by this method will be the student's new final average. If it is a Regents level course, students must take the Re-
gents exam as it is used as the student’s final exam, even if they have previously passed the respective exam. 
7. Doubling: Courses having prerequisites may not be doubled if the prerequisite course has not been satisfactorily completed, 
unless there is mutual agreement between the student and the teacher. 
8. Weighted grading: Weighted grading is used only for Advanced Placement courses. 
9. To insure continuity, new teachers will be given an orientation, arranged by administration, to address policies and proce-
dures. 
10. When a student retakes a Regents exam, the higher grade will be used as the final exam to determine the final average. 
11. Doubling to accelerate is permitted only through written approval of the Waterville Central School administration. 
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GUIDANCE MATERIALS AND BULLETIN BOARDS 
All guidance materials are available for the student's use. Bulletin board materials in the guidance office are available for student's 
information. Please do not take any of the materials off the bulletin board unless you plan to use it constructively. Important messag-
es are often posted on the bulletin board inside the guidance office. All students should check this board on a regular basis. 
 
PARENT CONFERENCES 
Parents are encouraged to make appointments for conferences with teachers and counselors by calling the Guidance Office at  
841-3823. 
 
PLANNING FOR A COLLEGE EDUCATION 
Planning for an education beyond high school should be done cooperatively with parents and guidance counselors. The guidance 
office has information on most colleges in the country as well as scholarship and financial aid information. The guidance department 
also has a list of community colleges and vocational colleges students might consider in lieu of a four-year college. Naturally, the 
better grades you receive in high school, the more options will be available after graduation. Parents of juniors are strongly encour-
aged to meet with their child's guidance counselor to plan their child's junior year and discuss post-secondary plans. 
 
RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
The Federal Student Privacy Law prohibits school districts from releasing student transcripts without the student and/or parents’ per-
mission. Students who wish to have the school provide transcripts to colleges or to employment offices must obtain the proper re-
lease form from the guidance office. Parents/guardians and eligible students can, and do have the right to ask for their own records 
at any time. Please notify the office of any request. 
 
EARLY DISMISSAL FOR WORK (Work Release) 
Waterville Central School has a work release program for seniors only. Seniors may apply for work release with permission of the 
building principal and under the terms and conditions of the program. It should be understood that the building administrator 
will need to confirm the employment on a regular basis. Students are expected to be in school on days/periods they are not 
working. 
 
STUDY SKILLS 
A Student Who Studies Well: 
1. Brings notebook, paper, pen or pencil, and other materials necessary to class. 
2. Is an active participant in the classroom—listens well and takes part in discussions. 
3. Asks questions if he/she does not understand the discussion or if he/she has a problem. 
4. Plans his/her work and schedules time for homework each day; makes sure he/she understands the assignment before he/she  
    leaves class. If not, meets with the teacher after class or after school. 
5. Uses what he/she learns, sees how each subject applies to the others. 
6. Strives to do his/her best, not just enough to get by. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Students will have homework practice daily. There are several reasons for this 
homework: 
1. To provide extra practice on learned skills. 
2. To provide further learning in areas covered in the classroom. 
3. To provide an opportunity for students to practice good work habits. 
4. To provide an opportunity for growth in responsibility. 
5. To provide you with an opportunity to see what your child is studying and how well he/she is doing. 
We think learning is important and that learning should continue after school hours. The daily homework in no way is to be viewed 
as punishment, but rather as a way for encouraging extended learning. 
 
IDEAS FOR HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH HOMEWORK 
Parents can do their part to improve homework when they: 
1. Cooperate with the school to make homework effective. 
2. Provide your children with suitable study conditions (desk or table, lights, books, and supplies). 
3. Reserve a time for homework and turn off the television. 
4. Encourage your children, but avoid undue pressure. 
5. Show interest in what your children are doing, but do not do the work for them. 
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4. Encourage your children, but avoid undue pressure. 
5. Show interest in what your children are doing, but do not do the work for them. 
6. Understand that the school expects homework to be completed and returned. 
 
EXTENDED ABSENCE HOMEWORK REQUEST 
Requests for homework for extended absences (3 or more days) should be directed to the Guidance Office. To request and/or 
submit an extended absence form visit www.watervilleschools.org/guidance. Extended absence forms must be returned 
to the Guidance Office no less than 5 days prior to the absence.  
 
SHORT ABSENCE HOMEWORK REQUEST 
Parents and students should call the homework hotline at 841-3888 or see the teacher prior to the absence. 
 
HOMEWORK HOTLINE 
The district has established a telephone communications system that will allow parents direct access to homework assignments 
for grades 9-12. The telephone numbers are as follows: 
Senior High School ............................................... 841-3888 
 
ANONYMOUS SAFE SCHOOLS HOTLINE 
The District has established a safe schools hotline to help keep our schools safe, healthy, and drug free. The hotline is anony-
mous and should be used freely.  
Safe Schools ........................................................ 841-3829 
 
HONOR ROLL 
Grades 9-12 classes are graded on a numerical basis, with 65 being the lowest passing grade. Grades from courses, excluding 
Band, Chorus, Physical Education, Driver Education and International Studies, meeting five days per week will be accepted for 
the Honor Roll. A straight average (no round off) of 90 or above will be considered “High Honor.” An average of 85-89 will be 
considered “Honor.” A failure or incomplete in any subject, including those listed in the first sentence, will disqualify the stu-
dent from Honor Roll for that quarter. 
 
REGULAR STUDY HALL 
General Rules and Expectations 
1. Bring work or reading material. 
2. No CD’s or music during study hall time. 
3. Card games or other activities, which are not directed towards academics, will not be allowed. 
4. Be quiet and allow others to complete their work, read, or study. 
 
STRUCTURED STUDY HALL 
Any student, grades 9-12, failing one or more subjects will be assigned to a structured study hall room at least one period a day. 
Students will be notified before they are assigned. Students will be assigned to this structured study hall until the next report 
card. There are no exceptions to this rule. Any student in grades 9-12 not performing to the best of their ability may be required 
to stay after school for extra assistance. 
 
STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS 
Parents are kept informed of their child’s progress through Student Deficiency or Improved Progress Report. These reports will 
highlight progress or lack of progress in various courses. The Student Deficiency or Improved Progress Report may be 
sent at any time during the school year. 
 
The report indicates unsatisfactory performance in a particular school subject, not necessarily a failing report. Parents are en-
couraged to arrange for interviews with teachers when there are unanswered questions about their child’s progress. Teachers 
will send reports automatically for D's, F's, or any 8 point drop. 
 
EARLY GRADUATION 
Some students may be interested in accelerating the date of their high school graduation. Parent involvement and consent, as 
well as approval by school authorities, must be obtained. Eligibility must be determined with the appropriate guidance 
counselor. 
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SCHEDULE CHANGES 
Students who want to withdraw from a subject must obtain the approval of their parents. Students have two weeks from the begin-
ning of the course to drop a subject without penalty. Withdrawing from a class beyond this time will result in a withdrawal F or P 
depending on current grade status. A withdrawal F will have an effect on a student’s eligibility status. 
 
 
NEW YORK STATE REGENTS 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS - CLASS OF 2009 AND BEYOND 
Who are the students in the Waterville Central School District who must meet the new graduation requirements? 
 
All students must pass five (5) Regents exams and acquire at least twenty-two (22) units of credit in order to obtain a Regents Di-
ploma. A Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation can be obtained by passing 8 Regents exams with a minimum score of 65 
and earn 22 units of credit. (Students may substitute 5 units in the arts, music, technology, or business for the foreign 
language Regents exam. 
 
Graduating Class  Required Regents Exam   Grade Taken     When 
Class of 2009   Math     9/10      Jan. / June / August 
and beyond   Global Studies    10      Jan. / June / August 
   Science     9/10      Jan. / June / August 
   English/Language Arts   11      Jan. / June / August 
   U.S. History    11      Jan. / June / August 
 
Students with disabilities as determined by the Committee on Special Education 
Students who fall under the guidelines of Special Education must receive a grade of 55 or better on the five (5) required Regents Ex-
ams for a Local Diploma. If they receive below a 55, they can take the Regents Competency Test (RCT) and must 
receive a 65 or better. For those students with disabilities which prevent them from earning a Regents or Local Diploma, the Individ-
ual Education Program (IEP) diploma will continue as an option. 
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (BOCES) 
Pupils may see their guidance counselor about signing up for a career and technical education course given through the Oneida 
County Board of Cooperative Education Services at their centers in Oneida County. Courses may include auto mechanics, 
cosmetology, carpentry, dental hygiene, etc. In addition, the New Visions program offers selected students courses in communica-
tion, business management, law, health professions, veterinary science, education, and engineering. Students will go to one of the 
centers half a day and remain at Waterville Central School the other half day. Transportation is provided. The guidance office can 
give students and parents more information on this program. Such courses are recommended mainly for pupils in grades 11-12. 
 
BRIDGING FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
Some students will choose to take a college level course at one of the local colleges to fulfill a high school required course. Students 
are responsible to turn in the grade they receive from the college within 10 days of availability. Students must receive 
a passing grade to fulfill the high school required course. 
 
PUPIL SERVICES TEAM 
This team consists of principals, school nurse, school psychologist, SPFY worker, guidance counselors, CSE Chairperson, and a so-
cial worker. A student who is experiencing difficulties in the classroom or school environment may be referred to 
this committee. Possible outcomes from this committee include classroom modifications, parent conferences, and referral to appro-
priate pupil service personnel. This committee meets bi-weekly to look at all attendance, academic and behavior 
concerns in the Middle School and High School. 
 
COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
The school district provides psychological, occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy, and tutorial services to students 
as judged necessary by the committee. Parents may inquire about these services by contacting the principal, 
guidance office, or C.S.E. Chairperson. 
 
ACADEMIC AWARDS 
At Waterville Central School we take every opportunity possible to commend our students for their accomplishments in the academ-
ic arena. These awards are designed to bring attention to those students who have shown academic excellence or  

Page 7 

GENERAL INFORMATION 



 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

outstanding effort in a particular discipline. All awards are received by the students at a public awards ceremony held in June at 
Waterville Jr. Sr. High School. The ceremony is open to the public and parents of award recipients are encouraged 
to attend. 
 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
National Junior Honor Society strives to recognize students who excel not only in the area of scholarship, but also in the areas of 
leadership, character, and service.  Students having a cumulative grade point average of at least 87 through the end of the first semes-
ter of their third year in high school are eligible for consideration.  Eligible students submit a summary or community and school 
activities in which they have been involved.  The names of candidates are then submitted to a Faculty Advisory Committee.  This 
committee reviews the information and selects the new members.  Any questions regarding this process may be addressed to Mr. 
Gray, High School Guidance Counselor.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  

  Art 
 

Advanced Placement Art    Course # 113/ & 106   1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE :  Previous art courses and permission of the instructor.  
(AP Studio Art: 2D Design; AP Studio Art: Drawing) 
Intended to prepare students for the AP Art exam in May, this course can be taken for high school credit, and with a good score 
on the College Board AP exam, be accepted for college credit at cooperating universities.  Students create and assemble the 
required portfolio of 24 works required by the College Board.  Intended to be the culmination of the high school experience, it 
is best that students have completed Studio in Art, Drawing and Painting, and Portfolio class before taking AP Art.  Student 
expenses include several rolls of slide film and a fee to take the AP exam.  
  
Advanced Portfolio in Art    Course  # 103    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Studio in Art, Drawing and Painting, Portfolio in Art 
This course is intended for students who want to develop their art portfolio further for college admission.  Art projects devel-
oped in this course will be focused on college portfolio requirements.  Students will be working in various mediums and inves-
tigating more advanced techniques in graphite, charcoal, conté, printmaking, watercolor, ink and clay.  Students will be produc-
ing 8 to 10 observational drawings, a self-portrait, and will be keeping a sketchbook through the course.  Students are expected 
to schedule 1 to 2 portfolio reviews at perspective colleges while taking the course.  
 
Ceramics & Sculpture    Course # 110    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
PREREQUISITE : Studio in Art of permission of the instructor.  
Ceramics & Sculpture provides students with opportunities to explore the properties of clay and methods of decorating pottery.  
They will examine various types of pottery including the potter’s wheel and hand building techniques.  Students will also in-
vestigate various types of three dimensional art media, including plaster, wood, paper, wire, and other materials.  Students will 
examine and explore the sculpture works of artists throughout history.  
 
Digital Imaging     Course # 104    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
This is an enjoyable course for anyone who has an eye for photography, or who would just like to take better photos.  The great 
thing about photography is that all you have to do is recognize a great picture – you don’t have to be able to paint it!  The prac-
tical and technical aspects of taking a great photography are combined with an introduction to the elements of art and principles 
of design, with an eye towards taking great photos.  Students work through a series of tutorials in Photoshop to learn the basics 
of digital imaging.  Skills and techniques are then applied to your own images.  Having your own digital camera is very useful.  
However, those who do not own a camera, can arrange to sign out a camera that is shared with others needing equipment.    
 
Graphic Arts (Art or Technology Credit)  Course # 117     1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
No prior experience with art is necessary.  As a course that is offered in the State Technology curriculum as well, this course 
also satisfies one year of the mathematics requirement.  Students learn how to organize and design information using software 
and computers.  Using the Internet, PowerPoint, digital cameras, Photoshop, and Bryce, three-dimensional modeling software, 
students create real life applications and products.  Examples include t-shirt designs, posters, brochures, magazines, and web 
sites.  Instruction covers how to obtain, analyze and present information with digital tools.  
  
Illustration     Course # 125      1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
This course explores ways to create pictures that communicate new ideas without using words.  Students will develop technical 
and artistic skills in drawing and painting for use in the commercial world, enhance illustration skills through life studies, and 
experiment with a variety of media by cultivating their imagination.   
  
   

Satisfactory completion of 1 credit in Studio in Art may be used to meet the 1 credit in art of music required of all stu-
dents to meet graduation requirement as prescribed by the New York State Education Department.  Students may sub-
stitute a 5-unit sequence in art for the foreign language requirement of a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation.  
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Independent Study Art    Course # 105    1/2 unit - 1 Semester 
PREREQUISITE :  Previous art courses and permission of the instructor.    1 unit -   2 Semesters 
This course is designed for students who are interested in areas of study which are not covered by our course offerings.  The 
New York State Education Department acknowledges over thirty art courses including Advanced Drawing and Painting, Sculp-
ture, Advanced Ceramics, Advanced Photography, Fashion Design, Advertising and Design and Computer Art among others.  
Often an independent study can be arranged.  Students are required to attend daily, do regular readings in art magazines, deter-
mine their own direction of study, maintain good work habits, keep a process journal and make regular self-evaluation, as well 
as determine their own direction of study, maintain good work habits, keep a process journal and make regular self-evaluations, 
as well as produce art.  Depending on the area of study, students may have to provide their own supplies.  
 
Portfolio in Art     Course # 107    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE :  Studio in Art, Drawing and Painting 
Intended for both the student who may decide to attend art school, as well as the student who enjoys taking art courses, this 
course helps students to assembly a portfolio for applying to college or entering into scholarship competition.  Assignments 
address common portfolio requirements such as still life and a self-portrait.  Students are encouraged to make more of their own 
decisions, than in basic art courses.  Vision and voice are addressed as well as improving technical skills.  For those considering 
careers in art or design, this class is a must, for others it offers the rewards of an advanced studio.  Students typically take port-
folio class in their junior year to ensure that their portfolios are ready for applying to college during their senior year.  
 
Studio in Art      Course # 109    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Studio in Art is designed to be both the introductory foundation course for those wishing to go on to advanced study as well as 
a survey for those who would like to try art for the first time.  An introduction to the creative process from concept to creation, 
this well rounded survey introduces aesthetics as well as visualization and problem solving based upon the application of de-
sign principles.  A hands-on course, students are introduced to materials, techniques and methods of the studio arts: drawing, 
painting, design, photography, clay, printmaking, and sculpture.  Studio in Art fulfills the mandatory high school credit in either 
art of music.    

  
Studio in Drawing and Painting   Course # 111     1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE:   Studio in Art 
Anyone who enjoys drawing or painting should certainly consider taking this course for pleasure.  Students are introduced to a 
wide variety of drawing techniques and media, through basic drawing instruction and a survey through late 19th and early 20th 
century Western Art.  Design and composition are taught through both representational and abstract art.  Students are given 
sketchbooks and encouraged to work independently as well as in class.  As drawing is a basis of most other art forms, students 
are encouraged to take this as their second art course, typically in their sophomore year.  
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Business and Computers 
 
Real World Skills    Course #158    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
This course is required for graduation and offers hands-on experience with the skills and knowledge necessary to cope with life 
after school.  Through discussions and activities, the students will cover a variety of topics: banking, credit, jobs, income, taxes, 
automobiles and college.  Banking activities include: comparing several financial institutions, keeping a checkbook, endorsing 
checks, and completing a monthly bank reconciliation.  Credit activities include: doing a comparison of several different credit 
card offers and learning how to calculate installment payments.  Job activities include: creating their own resume, completing 
job applications, and reading and understanding classified advertisements and a pay stub.  Income tax activities include: being 
able to read the tax table, and completing a federal income tax return, Form 1040EZ.  Automobile activities include using the 
Internet to shop for cars and car insurance.  College activities include doing an online comparison of several colleges and learn-
ing how to calculate Grade Point Average (GPA’s).  
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Career and Technical Education  
 

 

Courses  4 units 
Advertising Design/Multimedia Productions 
Animal Science 
Auto Body Repair 
Automotive Technology (NATEF) 
Auto Technology/Auto Body Occupations 
Business Technology & Web Animation/Design 
Computer Repair/Networking/Cyber Security 
Conservation 
Construction Trades 
Cosmetology 
Criminal Justice 
Culinary Arts 
Early Childhood Education  
Electricity/HVA 
Nurse Assistant 
Outdoor Power/Recreational Equipment Technology 
Welding 
 
New Visions: 
Business Management 
Communications 
Education  
Engineering  
Health  
Legal  
Nanotechnology 
Performing Arts 
Veterinary Science 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  

Students who desire vocational training may choose from a variety of courses offered by the Board of Cooperative Educational 
Services (BOCES).  Vocational students spend half days in their home school and the other half at the BOCES Career and 
Technical Education Center.  
 
The BOCES Career and Technical Education Program requires a half day commitment for a period of one to two years and 
should be taken seriously.  Students who expect to continue vocational training upon graduation would do well to choose sup-
porting electives in mathematics, science, business, family and consumer science and technology during their first two years in 
high school.  
 
Students may substitute a 5-unit sequence in CTEC for the foreign language requirement of the Regents Diploma with Ad-
vanced Designation.  
 
Course descriptions and career information related to specific training are available from the guidance office as well as through 
BOCES.  
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Distance Learning Courses 
 
Chinese Level 1A    Course #       
Prerequisite:  Students will be screened as per District specifications.  Generally, students must show evidence of high Math 
and English Language Arts scores on standardized tests.  Classroom teachers will also be consulted to give a recommendation 
for inclusion in the program based on student interest, work ethic and integrity.  This introductory course will begin a three-
year program of study to achieve Checkpoint A of the New York State standards for the study of a world language.  It will pre-
sent students with the rudimentary basics of listening, reading, speaking and writing.  Basic, formative grammatical concepts 
are introduced and practiced.  Students will become familiar with differing tones and their impact on the meaning of words.  
Students will learn to pronounce the Chinese characters through the use of pinyin, a phonics based system using English sounds 
and letters that serves as a helpful transition in the recognition of Chinese characters.  Students will learn to recognize, read and 
write Chinese Simplified Characters.    
 
Chinese Level 1B    Course # 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 1A 
This course will continue to advance instruction in Checkpoint A of the New York State standards for the study of a world lan-
guage.  Basic, formative grammatical concepts are further introduced and practiced.  Movement is made to assist students in 
reading and writing Chinese with less use of pinyin.  Sentence patterns are taught and vocabulary enhanced.  Students will con-
verse in mini conversations on a wide range of topics.   Students will begin to write a small series of sentences in Chinese char-
acters for the purpose of reading and sharing orally.   

Chinese Level 1C    Course #    1 Unit - 6 Semesters 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 1B 
This course will complete instruction in Checkpoint A of the New York State standards for the study of a world language.  
Basic, formative grammatical concepts are practiced, reviewed and refined with the intent for success on the New York State 
Proficiency level.  Vocabulary will continue to be expanded upon.  Students will converse in Chinese with each other and one-
on-one with the teacher.  Students will be expected to write a paragraph of at least 50 Chinese characters without the use of 
pinyin at the termination of this course.  Practice in listening and reading will also be stressed. 

Chinese Level 2A    Course #316    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisite:  Chinese 1C 
This is the first of a two year sequence that will progress through the second level of traditional language study.   This is a se-
quential course that continues the teaching of Chinese beginning at the Checkpoint B of the New York State standards.  The 
student enters the course with basic concepts of Chinese.  Students build upon vocabulary, grammar and character writing.  
Students will begin to express themselves with some degree of fluency and fluidity in all four language skills of speaking, lis-
tening, writing, and reading.   

Chinese Level 2B    Course #317    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: Chinese IC 
This is the first of a two year sequence that will progress through the second level of traditional language study.  This is a se-
quential course that continues the teaching of Chinese beginning at the Checkpoint B of the New York State standards.  The 
student enters the course with basic concepts of Chinese.  Students build upon vocabulary, grammar and character writing.  
Students will begin to express themselves with some degree of fluency and fluidity in all four language skills of speaking, lis-
tening, writing, and reading.  
 
Chinese Level 3     Course #320    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: Chinese Level 2A & 2B 
This course focuses on the advancement of the four skills of language learning: speaking, listening, reading and writing.  It is 
designed to increase proficiency so that students are capable of communicating with a native speaker in such areas as socializ-
ing, obtaining information and expressing personal feelings.  Grammar and vocabulary are studied through a variety of activi-
ties that deal with these areas.  Increased emphasis will be placed on the writing of Chinese characters to expand the student’s 
ability to write in Chinese.  Students at this level are preparing for the Checkpoint B exam in June.  Successful completion of 
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this exam will provide students with a World Language sequence thus fulfilling one of the Advanced Regents Diploma require-
ments.  
 
Mandarin 1 (High School Elective)   Course #321    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: Regents sequence in a World Language 
Text: Chinese Link Level 1 Part 1, published by Prentice Hall 
Mandarin 1 introduces students to the official language of the People’s Republic of China (and also of Taiwan) in all it’s amaz-
ing facets.  Focusing on Checkpoint A of the NYS Syllabus, this course provides students who have no prior knowledge of 
Chinese, the tools they will need to further their study of Mandarin at the high school or college level.  In particular, students 
will learn, and are expected to master, grammatical and syntactical structures that are quite unlike those employed in English.  
Students begin by learning “pinyin” - the official Chinese phonetic spelling system which uses the English alphabet, and then 
moves to reading and writing Chinese characters (simplified version—which is used in mainland China).  Successful students 
will be able to carry on basic conversation in Chinese, employing the vocabulary and grammatical structures learned in the 
course.  Students will also be able to read and write simple paragraphs in Chinese characters as well as understand short con-
versations.  Students will also be exposed to a variety of aspects of ancient  and modern Chinese culture, with a particular em-
phasis on those aspects that are deeply intertwined with the language itself.  The course is a dual credit course through MVCC.  
Students who pass the course will get six (6) credits from MVCC and one (1) Carnegie unit of high school credit.  
 
Mandarin 2 (High School Elective)   Course #322    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: Mandarin 1 
Text: Chinese Link (Level I Part I and Part II) published by Prentice Hall.  
Mandarin 2 presents an opportunity for students who have successfully completed Chinese Language and Culture (or Mandarin 
1) to further their abilities to read, write, speak and understand Mandarin.  Mandarin 2 continues to emphasize Checkpoint A of 
the NYS Syllabus.  Mandarin 2 reviews and expands the work of Mandarin 1 by building and strengthening students’ commu-
nication skills, as well as their understanding and mastery of grammatical structures.  In Mandarin 2, students participate regu-
larly in, and are expected to understand, longer conversations.  The course also increases the level at which students translate, 
write and read.  As part of the requirements for this course, students write short essays, letters and dialogues employing the 
vocabulary and sentence structures learned in both their first level and this course.  Cultural material is presented through the 
textbooks, class discussion, various forms of media, and first-hand accounts of those who were born in or have lived in China.  
One (1) Carnegie unit of high school credit will be earned by successful completion of the course.  
 
Mandarin Chinese Level  4 (AP)   Course #    1 Unit - 1 Semester 
The course prepares students to demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency across the three communicative modes: interper-
sonal, interpretive and presentational. Students will develop necessary knowledge of the Chinese language, including pronunci-
ation, vocabulary, idiomatic expression, grammatical structures, and written characters. The course will also develop the stu-
dents awareness and appreciation of the culture of Chinese speaking people. Students will learn about various aspects of con-
temporary Chinese society and will compare Chinese culture with their own to help broaden their world view. Students will be 
exposed to a wide range of authentic materials of Chinese language and culture. Students will strengthen their effective and 
independent learning strategies by applying their cultural knowledge in written texts and spoken language messages. The inter-
personal mode involves spontaneous two-way interaction sustained for 2 minutes. Students will be able to express their person-
al views on a variety of topics. Students will continue to develop the ability to respond to Chinese people.  
 
Introduction to General Psychology  Course #207    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Host Site: New York Mills  
Teacher: Ms. Carol Malloy          
 This course is designed to introduce students to the many varied facets of psychology.  Emphasis throughout the course will be 
on interactions of individuals in their cultural, social and economic environments as determined by their cognitive, behavioral 
and emotional experiences and training.   
  
Introduction to General Sociology   Course #206    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Host Site: OHM BOCES 
Teacher: Mr. Jerry Malloy          
Sociology is designed to familiarize students with the concepts and methodology of sociology.  The concepts include culture, 
socialization, deviance, and social stratification.  These concepts are used to analyze major aspects of society including racial 
and ethnic relations, the family, politics and the state, education, population, social change, and social movements.  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  



Page 15 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  

English 

 
AP English Literature and Composition  Course #250    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
AP English Literature and Composition provides students with a learning experience similar to that of an undergraduate-level 
introduction to literature course.  Through close reading of literary texts, students will come to understand how writers use lan-
guage to provide meaning and to answer the “big” questions in life.  Students will determine the qualities of great literature, as 
well as the role these works play in history and society.  Literary analysis in this course will look through the lenses of structure 
and style, rhetorical devices, dictation, figurative language, imagery, symbolism, tone and theme as student experience, inter-
pret and evaluate various works of literature.  Vocabulary study is essential, as is mastery of literary terms.  Writing well about 
literature is another key component of this class.  In addition to writing a variety of essays, students will periodically be asked 
to engage themselves in thinking about their writing and to analyze their progress as they strive to achieve mastery of form and 
an authoritative voice.  The course offers an in-depth study of the major literary genres, including poetry, the short story, the 
essay, the novel and drama.  Works explored in this class will be of strong merit and considered part of the literary canon.  Be-
cause students study American literature in English 11, AP English will primarily focus on Western and British traditions.  
Sutdents will study works from antiquity, such as Oedipus Rex and the Antigone.  The study of British literature will being at its 
origin, with Beowulf, moving forward chronologically to include The Canterbury Tales, Jane Eyre, Pride and Prejudice, and a 
thorough study of Shakespeare with a focus on Hamlet and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  American literature may include The 
Adventures of Huckelberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, and Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Students will also complete two liter-
ature and research-based term papers, which will provide them the opportunity to study multiple works by a significant author 
of their choosing.  Students electing to enroll in AP English must read and write avidly.  They must be willing to take on extra 
reading and writing assignments.  The course begins with extensive summer reading and will continue with a demanding course 
load of reading and writing assignments.  It is expected that enrolled students will take the AP English Literature and Composi-
tion exam in early May.  Subject to exam performance, students may be granted advanced placement, college credit, or both at 
colleges and universities throughout the United States.  Students should check with prospective colleges to determine what 
credits are offered for the test, and what scores are expected for credit.  
 
 English 9     Course # 256    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
The ninth grade English curriculum concentrates on the language skills of writing and reading through the student of composi-
tion and literature.  Students gain valuable experience in narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive writing tasks.  Writ-
ing expectations include an understanding of the research process and students learn to document as necessary for college level 
research.  Much of the literature experience is derived from McDougal Littell’s The Language of Literature.  Short stories, po-
etry, nonfiction and major works such as The Odyssey, Great Expectations, and Romeo and Juliet are implemented.  The study 
of grammar, vocabulary, and literary techniques are all included in the study of reading and writing.  The course is closely 
aligned with New York State Standards and begins to prepare students for state testing at the eleventh grade level.  
 
English 10     Course # 258    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
English 10 asks students to react and connect personally to several “modern classics.”  Major works include Tuesday with Mor-
rie, Night, and Ordinary People.  Supplementary works include numerous short stories and poems from (among others) Maya 
Angelou, e.e. Cummings, and Stephen Crane - all of which are found in the McDougal-Littell Literature Series textbook.  
Coursework includes creative, expository, and research-based writing in MLA format.  Students also complete a major litera-
ture-based project and presentation designed around Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences.  Written assessments 
throughout the course emulate those found on the Regents Comprehensive Exam in English, which all students will take in 
eleventh grade.  
 
 
  
     
  

Four years of English are required for a high school diploma.  



Page 16 

English 11     Course # 260   1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
The course consists of the study of classic and contemporary American literature included in the McDougal-Little Literature 
Series textbook., American Literature, and supplementary works such as The Scarlet Letter, Of Mice and Men, The Catcher in 
the Rye, and 12 Angry Men.  A unit of transcendentalism featuring Ralph Waldo Emerson, Walt Whitman, and Henry David 
Thoreau is also standard curriculum in this course.  Study includes writing a researched persuasive essay in MLA format, writ-
ing a reflective essay, composing creative poems, giving a presentation to the class, and taking the Regents Comprehensive 
Exam in English at the end of the semester.  
 
English 12     Course # 262   1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
The course consists of the study of classic and contemporary British literature included in the McDouglas-Littell Literature 
Series textbook, British Literature, and supplementary works such as Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, and Lord of the Flies.   
Furthermore, students receive exposure to English literature in a chronological approach, with emphasis on the beginnings of 
our cultural heritage.  Students in English 12 strive to develop competency and proficiency in the skills involving reading, com-
position, oral competency and proficiency in the skills involving reading, composition, oral communication, linguistics, and 
literature appreciation.  Therefore, principal objectives are not only to assist the student in reading strong literature with dis-
crimination and awareness that problems and interests of mankind are timeless and universal, but also to increase writing expe-
rience in a variety of modes, with additional emphasis given to expository/analytical and persuasive expressions.  Another ob-
jective is to increase the student’s understanding of the English language - it’s history, semantics, and usage.  This course also 
requires a mandatory senior project that includes writing a developed paper and giving an oral presentation on it.  
 
Film and Life Issues    Course #273   1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Film and Life Issues is a course that uses film as a basis for important discussions and insightful writing about major life issues.  
Thematically, love, happiness, security, grief, death, friendship, relationships, integrity and responsibility are among the many 
issues explored as a part of our daily discourse.  The course is essentially a course whose foundation is found in analysis, criti-
cal thinking and character education.  Each film is read (never just watched), analyzed, discussed, and critically reviewed in a 
well-developed piece of writing that is the culmination of focused note-taking and insightful discussion.  In addition to devel-
oping critical thinking, discussion, and writing skills, the course serves as an important transitional experience for juniors and 
seniors as they being to prepare for life beyond high school.   
 
Humanities I, II      Course # 264,  # 265  1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
This course will focus on the nature of mankind as it is revealed in literature, philosophy, history, art, drama, and music. Selec-
tions from English, American, and world literature will be studied within the social and political contexts which give them 
shape.  Skills in literary criticism will be developed through in-depth reading, class discussion, and practice in written analysis.  
Students will be encouraged to appreciate literature as one of the highest forms of communication. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  
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Family and Consumer Science 
 
Child Psychology    Course # 400    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
Child Psychology is a course designed to help students gain knowledge of human growth and development.  The broad objectives of the 
course are: to identify behaviors and skills characteristic of each level of child development; to develop mastery of basic child-care tech-
niques; to recognize problems in growth and development; and to identify characteristics of a safe,  stimulating and loving environment. 
 
Foods  and Nutrition I    Course # 402    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
Students live in a rapidly changing and increasingly complex world.  Our students are future family, community and career leaders, and 
citizens.  As citizens of tomorrow, they need to be able to synthesize information, utilize prior knowledge, work cooperatively, and apply 
critical thinking skills as they progress along their divergent paths.  Conversations, research, and class projects will cover topics as: Influ-
ences on Food Choices, Application of Nutrition Principles, Science and Technology of Food, Safety and Sanitation, Foundations of Food 
Production, Grains and Grain Products, Fruits and Fruit Products, Vegetables and Vegetable Products, Milk and Milk Products, Meat and 
Meat Alternatives, Meal Management and Preparation, Food Product Marketing, Food Service and Etiquette, Career Pathways in Food and 
Nutrition.   
 
Foods and Nutrition II    Course # 403    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
Foods II is a course planned to give information and practical experience in food preparation and service.  Lectures, reading and class pro-
jects will cover such topics as microwave cookery, food processor, regional and foreign foods, outdoor cooking, pasta making, and cake 
decorating. 
 
Lifespan Studies (formerly Human Development) Course # 407    1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
Lifespan Studies topics focus on skills needed for understanding relationships across the lifecycle, through a combination of conversations, 
hands-on activities and projects, and readings.  Strategies for understanding self, as well as for dealing with change, help students cope with 
the challenges of living in today’s world.  Students live in a rapidly changing and increasingly complex world.  Our students are future fam-
ily, community and career leaders, and citizens.  As citizens of tomorrow, they need to be able to synthesize information, utilize prior 
knowledge, work cooperatively, and apply critical thinking skills as they progress along their divergent paths.  The Lifespan Studies core is 
divided into 9 topics: Growth and Development Across the Lifespan, Brian Development, Prenatal Development, Childhood, Adolescence, 
Adult Year, Elder Years, Current Issues and Events in Lifespan Studies, Career Pathways in Lifespan Studies.  
 
Clothing and Textiles    Course # 401     1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Clothing and Textiles explores clothing history, culture, design principles, equipment, construction, career pathways, and current issues 
within the clothing industry and society.  This course will allow students to synthesize information, use prior knowledge, and apply critical 
thinking skills as they work on creative activities that will develop their skills to help guide them in their future.  The course is divided into 
14 content areas which include, Culture, History and Fashion Cycles, Relationships of Fashions to Art Movements, Apparel Decisions and 
Personal Appearance, Elements of Design, Principles of Design, Fibers and Textiles, Wardrobe Planning, Evaluating Apparel and Textile 
Products, Equipment and Textile Selection Pattern Selection and Use, Construction Skills, Redesigning and Recycling Apparel and Textile 
Products, Current Issues in Apparel and Textiles, and Career Pathways in Apparel and Textiles.  This course will promote entrepreneurship 
which will help develop skills for employment.  
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Foreign Language  
 
French IA     Course # 300    1/2 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Students learn to communicate in spoken and written form on a basic level with a peer.  They are introduced to some grammat-
ical structures, vocabulary pertinent to student interests and activities, geography, and culture.  This is attained through simple 
listening exercises, conversations, role-plays, readings and short written paragraphs.  Students use a level one text first part, 
corresponding worksheets, and other supplemental materials.  
 
French IB     Course # 301    1/2 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Students learn to communicate in spoken and written form on a basic level with a peer.  They are introduced to further gram-
matical structures, vocabulary pertinent to students’ interests and activities, geography, and culture.  This is attained through 
simple listening exercises, conversations, role-plays, readings and short written paragraphs.  Students use a level one text sec-
ond part, corresponding worksheets, and  other supplemental materials.  The final examinations for this course is the New York 
State Proficiency Examination.  
 
French II      Course # 302    1 Unit - 2  Semesters 
Students continue with their communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  More advanced grammatical 
structures and verbal expressions are introduced.  Vocabulary is expanded to include broader situations and experiences.  Read-
ing, listening exercises, conversations, role-plays and written paragraphs continue on a basic level.  Students use a level 2 text, 
workbook, films and other supplemental materials.   
 
French III      Course # 303    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Students work with their communicative skills on an increasingly advanced level.  Expanded grammatical structures, verbal 
expressions, and vocabulary are used on a more refined basis.  Students communicate in everyday situations using a limited 
vocabulary and a common approach to conversation.  Listening exercises, conversations, role-plays and written paragraphs 
occur at an intermediate level.  Special emphasis is placed on skills necessary to prepare for the Regents examination.  Students 
use a variety of more advanced materials.   
 
French IV     Course # 304    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisites - French III, minimum 85% on Regents exam.   
Students strive to communicate effectively in all four skill areas (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  Some advanced 
grammatical structure is presented.  Students actively practice the use of the language in every day situations.  Generally a text 
is used as a starting point with many supplemental materials (short stories, plays, poems, short novels, films, online video clips 
and other media).  The class culminates in the writing of a short paper in French and a final exam.  Students completing this 
course are prepared to continue on to French 201/202.   
 
French 201/202     Course # 315    1 Unit - 2  Semesters 
Prerequisite—French IV 
Students continue to improve and refine the four communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  Students will 
read, interpret and discuss a range of literary works by francophone authors.  Advanced grammar and idiomatic expressions are 
presented and practiced.  Materials for this course are provided by Mohawk Valley Community College.  The class culminates 
in the writing of a term paper and final exam.  Successful completion of this course results in six (6) free college credits toward 
foreign language that may be transferred to your college of university.  
   
Spanish IA     Course # 306    1/2 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Students learn to communicate in spoken and written form on a basic level with a peer.  They are introduced to grammatical 
structures, vocabulary pertinent to student interests and activities, geography, and culture.  This is attained through simple lis-
tening exercises, conversations, readings, and written paragraphs.  Students use a level one text first part, a corresponding 
workbook cassettes, films, magazines, and other supplemental materials.  
 
Spanish IB     Course #307    1/2 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Students learn to communicate in spoken and written form on a basic level with a peer.  They are introduced to grammatical 
structures, vocabulary pertinent to student interests and activities, geography, and culture.  This is attained through simple lis-
tening exercises, conversations, readings, and written paragraphs.  Students use a level one text second part, and corresponding 
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workbook, cassettes, films, magazines and other supplement materials.  The final examination for this course is the New York 
State Proficiency Examination.  
 
Spanish II     Course # 308    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
Students continue with their communicative skills (l, s, r, and w).  More advanced grammatical structures and verbal expres-
sions are introduced.  Vocabulary is expanded to include broader situations and experiences.  Students learn all tenses required 
for the New York State Exam.  Students will participate daily in L, s, r and w activities.  They will complete writing assign-
ments and projects in the target language.   

 
Spanish III     Course # 309    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Students work with their communicative skills on an increasingly advanced level.  Expanded grammatical structures, verbal 
expressions, and vocabulary are utilized on a more refined basis.  Students communicate in every day situations using a limited 
vocabulary and a common approach to conversation.  Historical data, geographical information, and intensified cultural back-
ground are updated and reinforced through conversations and readings.  Students refine skills they learned in Spanish II.  There 
is a greater focus on fluency in all areas.  Students use a variety of more advanced materials.  
 
Spanish IV     Course # 310    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
This course focuses on film and literature.  The students will watch and analyze a variety of films in the target language from 
countries around the world.  They will have writing assignments in the target language.  Students will read two full length clas-
sics in Spanish literature and learn the vocabulary and structures that are found within them.  Students will complete a research 
paper in the target language.   
 
Spanish 201 & 202    Course # 312 & 313   2 Units -  2 Semesters Each 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of 4 years of high school Spanish (through level 4) 
These courses are offered under a dual-enrollment program at Mohawk Valley Community College (MVCC).  They are inter-
mediate-level classes in a 3-year, 6 semester sequence in Spanish.  They follow the same syllabus and requirements as the clas-
ses on the MVCC campus and will earn the student college credits which can be transferred to many colleges.  There is no 
charge for the college credits.  Each course is a separate entity offered for one semester, 201 in the fall and 202 in the spring.  
They will meet every other day for one block.  While for transfer purposes, it is advisable to take both classes, either consec-
utively or over two years, it is not necessary for WCS credits; high school credit may be earned for each separately.  “The inter-
mediate sequence is designed to continue the development of the student’s ability to communicate in the language through the 
skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The sequence includes a review and further study of pronunciation, gram-
mar, and vocabulary.  Materials concerned with culture, civilization, literature, contemporary issues, and everyday situations 
constitute the subject matter for communication.” (MVCC Course Catalog)  The courses will be primarily skills-based 
(proficiency in speaking, reading, listening and writing), with the teaching of grammar secondary and as needed to reinforce the 
skills.  Classes will focus mostly on the discussion of literary texts, mostly short stories and poems.   Two textbooks will be 
provided: Abriendo Paso—Lectura (Diaz and Collins) and ¡En Marcha! (Diaz and Nadel). 
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Health Courses 
                           
Health 10, 11, 12    Course # 353    1/2 Unit -  1 Semester 
This course is designed utilizing project based learning, to teach students the information and the skills they need to become 
health literate, maintain and/or improve their health, prevent disease, and reduce the Health-Related Risk Factors of Teens as 
identified by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  What is stressed is that it is their own attitudes, choices and be-
haviors that can promote or adversely impact their health.  Topics include; Living in a Media World, Nutrition, Goal Setting, 
Communication Skills, Decision Making, Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs, Human Sexuality.  
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Mathematics  
 

Advanced Placement Calculus AB   Course #450     1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of Pre-Calculus. 
This course is an introduction to the differential and integral calculus of a single variable. Topics include limits and continuity, 
differentiation with application to mathematical modeling, max-min, and related rate problems,  and integration with applica-
tion to mathematical modeling, differential equations, slope fields,  the area between two curves, and the volume of both solids 
of revolution and solids with known cross-sections. The development of problem solving skills across subject area lines will be 
emphasized with a multi-dimensional approach including algebraic, graphical, numerical, verbal, and exploratory / laboratory 
methods.  The TI-89 Titanium Graphing Calculator with the Computer Algebra System along with Computer Software will 
allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of numerous application examples. This class will meet one block per 
day for both semesters. Successful completion of the Advanced Placement Examination (Calculus AB) in this course, given in 
early May of each year, can result in the granting of credit by the college to be attended by the student, (the amount and type of 
credit depending upon the grade on the examination and the policy of the college). Students must purchase their own exams. 
This cost will be approximately $82. This fee may be reduced if students are eligible for waivers.  

Applications of Geometry     Course #461    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of the Integrated Algebra R course (Including successful completion of the New 
York State Integrated Algebra Regents Exam).  
This course is designed to prepare the student for the second year in the New York State Regents Mathematics Sequence de-
signed to provide preparation for all later work in mathematics, science, liberal arts, and related fields. It is designed provide a 
strong base for the student to continue their mathematics education leading to the very challenging Integrated Geometry R 
Course,  a requirement for a New York State Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. The Applications of Geome-
try Curriculum will include the study of:  Algebra Skills Review, Tools of Geometry, Geometric Reasoning, Parallel and Per-
pendicular Lines, Triangle Congruence, Properties of Triangles, Polygons and Quadrilaterals, Similarity, Right Triangles and 
Trigonometry, and Perimeter, and Circumference and Area. A hands-on exploratory approach will be used to gain a deeper 
understanding of mathematical concepts and to develop problem solving skills across subject area lines. The emphasis will be 
on a multi-dimensional approach including algebraic, graphical, numerical, verbal, and experimental / laboratory methods in 
preparation for the open-ended questions that are a staple of the New York State Regents Testing Program. The TI-83 Plus or 
84 Plus Graphing Calculator along with Computer Software will allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of 
numerous application examples.  

Compass Mathematics    Course #467     1/2 Unit - 1 Semester 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of the Integrated Algebra Regents Examinations.  
This course is a Mathematics Elective for members of the senior class at Waterville.  It is designed to prepare students for the 
College Placement Exams in Mathematics that they will face. This course is especially relevant for those students that are not 
presently enrolled in a mathematics course at Waterville. The textbook and materials used are the same that the Mohawk Valley 
Community College in Utica uses for their non-credit bearing course “Introductory Mathematics” offered to those entering stu-
dents at MVCC who were not successful on the MVCC Placement Test.   

Integrated Algebra 2/Trigonometry   Course #459    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of the Integrated Geometry Course (Including successful completion of the New 
York State Integrated Geometry Regents Exam). 
This course is the last in the New York State Regents Mathematics Sequence designed to provide preparation for all later work 
in mathematics, science, liberal arts, and related fields. The very challenging Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry New 
York State Regents Curriculum will include the study of :  Rational Expressions,  Radicals and Complex Numbers,  Quadratic 
and Higher Order Functions,   Functions and Relations,  Exponential and Logarithmic Functions,  Introduction to Trigonome-
try, Trigonometric Graphs,  Trigonometric Applications,  Trigonometric Equations and Identities,  Statistics,  Probability,  and 
Sequences and Series. The development of problem solving skills across subject area lines will be emphasized with a multi-

All students must earn 3 credits in mathematics to meet requirements for graduation with a Regents Diploma or Local Diploma.  
In addition, all students must take a New York State Regents exam in math for a Regents Diploma and 3 Regents examinations 
for Advanced Designation for students who entered ninth grade in 2009 and beyond.  
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dimensional approach including algebraic, graphical, numerical, verbal, and experimental / laboratory methods in preparation 
for the open-ended questions that make the Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry Regents Exam a challenge.  The TI-83 Plus 
or 84 Plus Graphing Calculator along with Computer Software will allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of 
numerous application examples.   

Integrated Algebra R     Course #455    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of Mathematics 8 (Including successful completion of the New York State Math 8 
Testing Program Exam with a Grade of a 3 or 4).   
This course is the first in the new New York State Regents Mathematics Sequence designed to provide preparation for all later 
work in mathematics, science, liberal arts, and related fields. Successful completion of the Integrated Algebra Regents is a re-
quirement for graduation in New York State. The very challenging Integrated Geometry New York State Regents Curriculum 
will include the study of:  Language and Tools of Algebra, Equations and Formulas, Proportion and Percent, Inequalities, Func-
tion Concepts and Applications, Linear Functions, Systems of Equations and Inequalities, Exponents and Polynomials, Factor-
ing Polynomials, Quadratic Functions and Equations, Data Analysis and Probability, Exponential and Radical Functions, and 
Rational Functions and Equations. The development of problem solving skills across subject area lines will be emphasized with 
a multi-dimensional approach including algebraic, graphical, numerical, verbal, and experimental / laboratory methods in prep-
aration for the open-ended questions that make the Integrated Algebra Regents Exam a challenge.  The TI-83 Plus or 84 
Plus Graphing Calculator along with Computer Software will allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of nu-
merous application examples.   

Integrated Algebra I    Course #469     1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : This course is designed for the student who has successfully completed his or her eighth grade curriculum, 
but has achieved a score of a 1 or a 2 on the New York State Mathematics Exam and /or their mathematics skills need rein-
forcement before undertaking Integrated Algebra R. 
This course is designed to prepare the student for the first year in the New York State Regents Mathematics Sequence designed 
to provide preparation for all later work in mathematics, science, liberal arts, and related fields. It is designed provide a strong 
base for the student to continue their mathematics education leading to the very challenging Integrated Algebra R Course, a 
requirement for a graduation in New York State. The Integrated Algebra I Curriculum will include the study of:  Language and 
Tools of Algebra, Equations and Formulas, Proportion and Percent, Inequalities, Function Concepts and Applications, Linear 
Functions, Systems of Equations and Inequalities, Exponents and Polynomials, Factoring Polynomials, and Perimeter, Area, 
and Volume. A hands-on exploratory approach will be used to gain a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts and to 
develop problem solving skills across subject area lines. The emphasis will be on a multi-dimensional approach including alge-
braic, graphical, numerical, verbal, and experimental / laboratory methods in preparation for the open-ended questions that that 
are a staple of the New York State Regents Testing Program.  The TI-83 Plus or 84 Plus Graphing Calculator along with Com-
puter Software will allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of numerous application examples.   

Applications of Geometry     Course #461    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of the Integrated Algebra R course (Including successful completion of the New 
York State Integrated Algebra Regents Exam).  
This course is designed to prepare the student for the second year in the New York State Regents Mathematics Sequence de-
signed to provide preparation for all later work in mathematics, science, liberal arts, and related fields. It is designed provide a 
strong base for the student to continue their mathematics education leading to the very challenging Integrated Geometry R 
Course,  a requirement for a New York State Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. The Applications of Geome-
try Curriculum will include the study of:  Algebra Skills Review, Tools of Geometry, Geometric Reasoning, Parallel and Per-
pendicular Lines, Triangle Congruence, Properties of Triangles, Polygons and Quadrilaterals, Similarity, Right Triangles and 
Trigonometry, and Perimeter, and Circumference and Area. A hands-on exploratory approach will be used to gain a deeper 
understanding of mathematical concepts and to develop problem solving skills across subject area lines. The emphasis will be 
on a multi-dimensional approach including algebraic, graphical, numerical, verbal, and experimental / laboratory methods in 
preparation for the open-ended questions that are a staple of the New York State Regents Testing Program. The TI-83 Plus or 
84 Plus Graphing Calculator along with Computer Software will allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of 
numerous application examples.  
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Pre-Calculus      Course #454    1 Unit -  1 Semester 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of Integrated Algebra 2/Trigonometry (Including successful completion of the New 
York State Integrated Algebra 2/Trigonometry Regents Exam).  
This course is intended for the college bound student as preparation for the successful completion of Calculus with either the 
Advanced Placement Calculus AB course at Waterville or on the college level. An emphasis is placed on the development of 
the Algebra, Trigonometry, and Function Graphing Skills needed for success on the college level. Topics include Function 
Characteristics and Transformations, and an in-depth study of the Polynomi-
al, Power, Rational, Exponential, Logistic, Logarithmic, and Trigonometric Functions. The development of problem solving 
skills across subject area lines will be emphasized with a multi-dimensional approach including algebraic, graphical, numeri-
cal, verbal, and experimental / laboratory methods. The TI-84 Plus Graphing Calculator along with Computer Software will 
allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of numerous application examples. Calculus Concepts will be infused 
throughout the course with an introductory Calculus Unit included as well.   

Statistics     Course #468     1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE : Successful completion of Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry. 
This course is a Mathematics Elective designed to introduce the student to the study of statistics from working with data to 
what the numbers can tell us,  a course with increasing relevance in today’s world.  The topics include the study of: Organizing 
Data, Averages and Variation, Correlation and Regression, Elementary Probability Theory, Binomial Probability Distribution, 
Normal Curves and Sampling Distributions, Estimation, Hypothesis Testing, and Inferences about Differences. The TI-84 
Plus Graphing Calculator along with Computer Software will allow for a laboratory approach to be used with the study of nu-
merous application examples.  
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Music 
 

Jazz Ensemble – Grades 9 - 12 
Jazz Ensemble meets once a week from September through June.  Rehearsals include performing and listening to a wide varie-
ty of jazz oriented music.  Performances are mandatory and occur on the Winter concert, Spring concert, Oneida Jazz Festival, 
and the Sherburne Pageant of Bands competition.  Auditions will take place each fall for seating.  
            
Independent Study in Musical Theatre  Course # 513    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of one full year of senior high chorus or senior high band.  The completion of Mu-
sic Theory I is recommended.  Approval of the instructor is required.  
This course will help develop knowledge, skill and understanding of singing, dancing, acting, and technical aspects of the mu-
sical theatre.  This is not a drama course.  Topics of study may include (but are not limited to): singing for musical theatre, 
dancing for musical theatre, acting for musical theatre, technical theatre instruction, set design, lighting design, sound, history 
of musical theatre, critiquing, preparing for an audition, preparing a resume, character costumes and make-up.   
 
Independent Study in Songwriting   Course # 515    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Prerequisite: Student must successfully complete Music Theory I.  
This course focuses solely on the composition aspect of Music Theory.  Students will compose a variety of songs based on cri-
teria applicable in the music business.  Topics may include, but are not limited to: setting text to music, writing for a brand or 
company, adding a soundtrack to a movie scene, arranging for different ensembles, composing different styles of music.  
 
Marching Band – Grades 7 – 12        
Meets twice a week in the evening during the marching season which runs from January through July.  Students march in Me-
morial Day parades, Dolgeville parade, Sherburne parade, Field Days parade and various July 4th parade.    
 
Music Theory I – Grades 9 – 12   Course # 511    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE :  Ability to read one clef of music. 
For the serious musician. Higher level music skills are explored and developed. Superior ability in music is required. Offered 
every year.  Some topics of study are: notation, scales, keys, transposition, intervals, harmony, arranging, composing, and ear 
training.  The course cumulates in a final composition utilizing all learned materials.  
 
Music Theory II – Grades 9 – 12   Course # 512    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE :  Music Theory I  
This course expands upon the knowledge of Music Theory I, focusing on more complex analysis and composition.  

 
Senior High Band    Course # 503    1/2 Unit - Year 
Available to those enrolled in 9-12.  Band rehearses two or three times a week to prepare for winter and spring concerts.  
Weekly lessons are mandatory to work on individual needs on student’s instrument.  Attendance at Winter, Spring, and Sher-
burne concerts is required.  Auditions in the fall will be given to determine seating arrangement in band.  

 
Senior High Men’s Ensemble      
This group is open to all male students in grades 9 through 12.  Auditions may be required.  Rehearsals are once a week during 
students and teachers free time.  No credit is given for participation in this ensemble.  
  
Senior High Mixed Chorus   Course # 507    1/2 Unit - Year 
This chorus is open to any student in grades 9 through 12. No audition is required. This chorus rehearses three periods per cycle 
and is scheduled in the school day.  Rehearsals and lessons are used to develop singing skills, prepare for concerts, and learn 
basic music theory skills.  Sectional rehearsals may be scheduled as needed.  Performance at school concerts is required.  
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Senior High Women’s Chorus 
This group is open to all female students in grades 9 through 12.  Auditions may be required.  Rehearsals are once a week dur-
ing student’s and teachers free time.  No credit is given for participation in this ensemble. 
 
Songwriting     Course #515 
This class is primarily composition and performance based.  Students compose a variety of songs in numerous settings using 
guitars, piano, and notation software.  Some topics may include (but are not limited to): lullaby, blues, folk song, rap, and set-
ting poetry/text to music.  A background in music theory basics is strongly recommended.  
 
Swing Choir 
This Vocal Ensemble is open by audition only to any student in grades 9 through 12 who are also in Mixed Chorus.  Rehearsals 
are once a week for two hours in the evening.  Performances average approximately one per month.  No credit is given for par-
ticipation in this ensemble. 
 
Voice      Course #514    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE :  Student must demonstrate the ability to match pitch to the instructor's satisfaction. 
This course is a master class in vocal performance.  It is a study of vocal technique; the physiology of singing, and the history 
of standard vocal repertoire.  Students will do extensive sight-singing using the solfeggio method.  Latin, Italian, French and 
German pronunciation will be studied while learning examples of art songs, oratorios, operas, chorales, arias, folk songs, 
chants, hymns, song cycles, operettas and musical theatre.  
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Physical Education  
 
  
Physical Education         1/2 Unit Per Grade Level  
Physical Education encompasses a wide range or activity in a progressive sequence.  Ninth and tenth grade students continue 
playing team sports learned in junior hig school, and are introduced to individual and carry over activities.  The eleventh and 
twelfth grade Selective Elective Program offers students a choice in activities, generally concentrating on carry over sports.  
The goals of the Physical Education Program are to: promote physical fitness, gain knowledge of game rules and strategy, offer 
opportunities for leadership and social interaction, develop an appreciation of athletic excellence, and to develop life skills.  
• Two credits of Physical Education are required for all students 
• New York State Mandatory Requirement 
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Project Lead the Way      
 

Computer Integrated Manufacturing  Course # 856    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Computer Integrated Manufacturing is a course that applies principles of rapid prototyping, robotics and automation.  This 
course builds upon the computer solid modeling skills developed in Introduction to Engineering Design.  Students will use 
computer controlled rapid prototyping and CNC equipment to solve problems by constructing actual models of their three-
dimensional designs.  Students will also be introduced to the fundamentals of robotics and how this equipment is used in an 
automated manufacturing environment.  Students will evaluate their design solutions using various techniques of analysis, and 
make appropriate modifications before producing their prototypes.  
 
Digital Electronics    Course # 865    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREQUISITE:  Concurrent enrollment in college preparatory mathematics 
Digital Electronics is a course of study in applied digital logic.  The course is patterned after the first semester course in Digital 
Electronics taught in two and four year colleges.  Students will study the application of electronic logic circuits and devices and 
apply Boolean logic to the solution of problems.  Such circuits are found in watches, calculators, video games, computers and 
thousands of other devices.  The use of smart circuits is present in virtually all aspects of our lives and its use is increasing rap-
idly, making digital electronics an important course of study for a student exploring a career in engineering/engineering tech-
nology.  Using Electronics Workbench (EWB), the industry standard, students  
will test and analyze simple and complex digital circuitry.  Students will design circuits, using EWB, export their designs to a 
printed circuit auto routing program that generates printed circuit boards and construct the design using chips and other compo-
nents.   
 
Engineering Design and Development  Course # 857    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE:  Introduction to Engineering Design, Digital Electronics, Principles of Engineering, Design and Rapid Pro-
totyping 
PREQUISITE:  Concurrent enrollment in college preparatory mathematics  
In this course, students will work in teams of two to four to design and construct the solution to an engineering problem, apply-
ing the principles developed in the four preceding courses.  The problem may be selected from a database of engineering prob-
lems, be a recognized national challenge or be an original engineering problem identified by the team and approved by the 
teacher.  The problems will involve a wide range of engineering applications (e.g. a school robo-mascot, automated solar water 
heater, and remote control hover car).  Students will maintain a journal as part of a portfolio of their work.  Each team will be 
responsible for delivering progress reports and making final presentations of their projects to an outside review panel.  The 
completed portfolio will be invaluable as the students apply to college.  
 
Introduction to Engineering Design  Course # 864    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREQUISITE:  Concurrent enrollment in college preparatory mathematics 
Introduction to Engineering Design is an introductory course, which develops student problem solving skills, with emphasis 
placed up on the concept of developing a 3-D model or solid rendering of an object.  Students focus on the application of visu-
alization processes and tools provided by modern, state-of-the-art computer hardware and software (AutoCAD with Mechani-
cal Desktop).  This modern computer-based process replaces the traditional hand drawing methods.  The course will emphasize 
the design development process of a product and how a model of that product is produced, analyzed and evaluated, using a 
Computer Aided Design System.  Various design applications will be explored with discussion of possible career opportunities.  
           
Principles of Engineering    Course # 863    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREQUISITE:  Introduction to Engineering Design 
Principles of Engineering is a broad-based survey course designed to help students understand the field of engineering and en-
gineering technology and its career possibilities.  Students will develop engineering problem solving skills that are involved in 
post-secondary education programs and engineering careers.  They will explore various engineering systems and manufactur-
ing processes.  They will also learn how engineers address concerns about the social and political consequences of technologi-
cal change.  The main purpose of this course is to experience through theory and hands-on problem-solving activities what en-
gineering is all about and to answer the question, “Is a career in engineering or engineering technology for me?” 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  
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Science 
 

Advanced Placement  Biology   Course # 700   1 Unit - 1 Semester 
PREREQUISITE :  Successful completion of Living Environment and Regents Chemistry Exam 
The Advanced Placement Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually tak-
en by biology majors during their first year. It covers the following topics in great depth:  Biochemistry, Cells and Cell Divi-
sion, Photosynthesis and Cellular Respiration, Heredity and Molecular Genetics, Evolution and Kingdom Surveys, Plant Struc-
ture and Function, Animal Structure and Function, Animal Reproduction and Development, Animal Behavior, and Ecology.  
Laboratory experience must be included in all AP Biology courses.  AP Biology is designed to be taken by students after the 
successful completion of a first course in high school biology.  The course is open to students who are accelerated in science 
and other students given special permission to take the course.  While most colleges grant up to 8 college credits to students 
who pass the AP exam given in May, it is wise to check with individual colleges for their policy regarding AP credits.  A small 
fee is required to take the exam.   

  
Advanced Placement Chemistry   Course # 707   1 Unit - Year Long 
PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of Regents Chemistry 
Advanced Placement Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory chemistry course usually tak-
en by chemistry majors during their first year.  It covers the following topics in great depth: reactions, stoichiometry, bonding, 
thermodynamics, kinetics, and equilibrium, electrochemistry, nuclear and organic.  Laboratory experience must be included in 
all AP Chemistry courses.  AP Chemistry is designed to be taken by students after the successful completion of Regents Chem-
istry.  The course is open to students who are accelerated in science and other students given special permission to take the 
course.  Substantial work is expected to be completed outside of class time.  While most colleges grant up to 8 college credits 
to students who pass the AP exam given in May, it is wise to check with individual colleges for their policy regarding AP cred-
its.  A small fee is required to take the exam.  
 
Anatomy     Course #717   1 Unit - 1 Semester 
PREREQUISITE :  Passing Living Environment 
Anatomy is a high school elective that focuses on the structures and functions of the human anatomy and other vertebrates.  
The following body systems will be studied; nervous, circulatory, reproductive, digestive, excretory, endocrine, muscular, and 
skeletal.  Labs will consist of dissections.  This course will satisfy the 3-year science requirement in the New York State Re-
gent’s standards.  
 
Field Studies     Course #721   1 Unit -  1 Semester 
PREREQUISITES:  Earth Science, Living Environment, Chemistry 
Field studies is a rigorous class designed to give students the opportunity to acquire the necessary skills needed to perform well 
in college science courses.  Students will learn the proper techniques in collecting and analyzing samples from the field.  Stu-
dents will gain experience in writing formal lab reports.  A major component of the class will be research.  Students will learn 
the proper techniques in researching a topic and developing a report.  This class will have high expectations of students to work 
with others in cooperative projects.  
 
Forensic Science     Course #715   1 Unit - 1 Semester 
Forensic Science is the application of science to law.  This course is a hands-on, laboratory based introduction to the science 
behind crime scene investigative techniques.  Problem-solving strategies and report writing will also be part of the course cur-
riculum.  
 
Introduction to Nanotechnology   Course # 708   1/2  Unit -  1 Quarter 
Introduction to nanotechnology is a high school elective online course.  The students will begin the semester with a tour of the 
College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering at SUNY Albany.  The students will be learning what nanoscience is, how it is 
being used, and the career opportunities available.  Student will be required to meet with the teacher for a designated amount of 
time on a regular basis to help guide their work.  The students will present their research as a group to the school board, faculty, 
and students at the end of the semester.  
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Living Environment    Course # 701 & # 702   1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
Regents Living Environment (Biology) is designed primarily for students who plan further education beyond high school.  The 
following topics are covered:  Similarities and Differences Among Living Organisms, Homeostasis in Organisms, Genetic 
Continuity, Reproduction and Development, Evolution, Ecology, Human Impact on Ecosystems, Scientific Inquiry and Skills, 
and Laboratory Skills with an emphasis on microscope and cell study.  Heavy emphasis is on examination, a student must par-
ticipate in thirty lab periods, submit acceptable reports, and demonstrate pre-identified laboratory skills, as per state require-
ments.  
 
Physical Setting/Earth Science   Course # 705 & # 706    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
Regent’s Earth Science is an investigative approach towards learning such fundamental concepts as energy and its conserva-
tion, cyclic change, and dynamic equilibrium.  Topics covered will be in the areas of  Meterology, Astronomy, Physical and 
Historical Geology.  Students will take the Regents final examination consisting of two parts declarative and procedural sec-
tion.  To qualify to sit for the Regents examination, a student must satisfactory complete the state mandated minimal 1200 
minutes (20 hours) of required laboratory.  To ensure that students have the opportunity to meet the state requirements, students 
will be assigned both a lecture class and a lab class. 
 
Physical Setting/Chemistry     Course # 703 & # 704   1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE: Earth Science or Living Environment 
Regents Chemistry deals with the properties and structures of matter. It is a detailed treatment of topics, which include atomic 
structure, chemical calculations, equations, acids, bases, salts, equilibrium reactions, organic chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. 
A working knowledge of Integrated Algebra and Integrated Geometry is necessary. A laboratory period is required and detailed 
laboratory reports are expected. All students are expected to take the Regents exam given at the end of the course. To qualify to 
sit for the Regents examination, a student must satisfactory complete the state mandated minimal 1200 minutes (20 hours) of 
required laboratory.  To ensure that students have the opportunity to meet the state requirements, students will be assigned both 
a lecture class and a lab class.  

 
Physical Setting/Physics    Course # 709 & # 710   1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITES: Earth Science or Living Environment and Chemistry 
Regent’s Physics is the science of matter, energy, and their interaction. It is a rigorous treatment of classical physics and covers 
the topics of mechanics, heat, sound, light, electricity, magnetism, and modern physics.  The course demands a good working 
knowledge of Integrated Algebra and Integrated Geometry.  A laboratory period is required and detailed laboratory reports are 
expected.  All students are expected to take the Regents exam given at the end of the course.  To qualify to sit for the Regents 
examination, a student must satisfactory complete the state mandated minimal 1200 minutes (20 hours) of required laboratory 
work outside of class time.  To ensure that students have the opportunity to meet the state requirements, students will be as-
signed both a lecture class and a lab class.   
         
Science Seminar     Course # 718    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITES: Earth Science and Living Environment and passing at least 1 Regents exam in science 
Science Seminar has two main objectives.  One is to delve into topics that have greatly affected our view of science.  The other  
is to explore events and discoveries and how these events affect our lives.  Topics may include but are not limited to evolution-
ary changes, natural disasters, climate change, extreme weather events, space exploration, and human caused catastrophes.  
Students will learn through doing online research and project based lessons.  Student will also be required to write and turn in 
the required term paper.  
 
Zoology      Course #716    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
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Social Studies  

 
AP U.S. History      Course # 760    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
AP U.S. History analyzes the development of the U.S. from the Age of Discovery through the present.  This course stresses 
political history as well as examining economic development, diplomatic, intellectual, social, urban and ethnic history.  Stu-
dents will read and analyze both primary and secondary sources.  The AP course in U.S. History is designed to meet the stand-
ards of the College Board’s Advanced Placement Curriculum.  Students will also be required to take and pass the New York 
State U.S. History and Government Regents Examination.  
 
Economics – Social Studies 12   Course # 750    ½ Unit -  1 Semester 
This course is a survey of micro and macroeconomics. The course is intended to introduce the student to the world of econom-
ics and to give them the opportunity to examine the application of economic principles in their daily lives. The student is intro-
duced to the central problem of scarcity and its meaning in their personal lives as well as in the life of their country and society. 
An examination of principles and differing economic philosophies will be included. The course is designed to assist students in 
becoming effective economic citizens in their political, social, and work-related life experiences. 
 
Global Studies, Part I     Course # 751    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
Global Studies, Part II     Course # 752    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
Global History and Geography provides students with the opportunity to study world cultures and civilizations and apply them 
to the “Five New York State Social Studies Standards.”  During the course of the year, students will understand the connections 
which exist between the study of Global History, Geography and the complex interdependent world in which they live.  They 
will also develop an understanding of how societies throughout history have developed economic systems which allocate 
scarce resources.  The chronologically developed units of study begin with Ancient Civilizations and culminate with the study 
of Modern Global Concerns.  This program focuses on the study of World History which requires an understanding of world 
cultures and civilizations, including the analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions.  This 
study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways 
different people view the same building skills necessary to pass the Global Studies Regents Exam at the end of the year.  Stu-
dents must pass this exam in order to qualify for a Regents Diploma.  
 
International Studies 
Our Model United Nations Program requires students to have an understanding of world issues and current events. Students 
will use communication and research skills to finalize various position papers and resolutions. Student will individually select 
meeting periods during the week. Assessment will be based on written resolutions, discussion groups and participation on vari-
ous committees. 
 
Participation in Government – Social Studies 12 Course # 754    ½ Unit - 1 Semester 
This required course is designed to provide students with a basic knowledge of governmental operations on the local, state and 
national level. It will emphasize how public policy is formed, implemented and evaluated at all levels of government in a dem-
ocratic society. It will also concentrate on providing students with knowledge of how citizens can  
directly or indirectly interact with the public policy process. Building on a base of knowledge that the students have already 
acquired, it will attempt or create opportunities for students to refine and develop skills necessary for participating in a demo-
cratic society, engaging in civic action, and becoming aware of their role in the decision making process. A public service pro-
ject is required for successful completion of the course. 
 
United States History and Government   Course # 758    1 Unit -  2 Semester 
This required course is a chronologically organized course in United States history. The emphasis in this course is on the Unit-
ed States as an industrial nation. Constitutional and legal issues are developed as well as issues of international involvement. 
The course covers history from 1865 to the present with the exception of the first unit, which concentrates on the early develop-
ment of the constitution and issues that developed over interpretation of the constitution prior to the Civil War.  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  

All students must earn 4 credits in Social Studies by passing Global 9 and 10, U.S. History, Economics, and Participation in 
Government.  In addition, all students must take a New York State Regents exam in Global History and U.S. History.  
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Technology Courses 
                         
Advanced Media Productions   Course #869    1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
PREREQUISITE:  Media Productions 
Using the Adobe Video collection as well as numerous other software applications students will be exposed to cutting edge 
video production tools used in creation of such movies as Lord of the Rings, Spiderman, Cinderellaman, etc. This will expose 
them to advanced audio and video processing, special effects creation, script creation and implementation, storyboarding, com-
plete DVD creation, alpha channel processing, advanced digital audio mixing and loop creation, an introduction to HD film 
capture and editing and a though understanding of the technologies required to perform the above tasks. The course will culmi-
nate with student teams creating and producing their own 20-30 minute short subject video complete with scripts, storyboards, 
production management timeline and daily logs. This is a prerequisite for application and acceptance into video production 
majors at such Universities as Syracuse’s Newhouse School and New York University among others. They will then produce 
their own DVD complete with packaging and all associated documentation.  
   
Design and Drawing for Production   Course # 853    1 Unit -  2 Semesters 
Design and Drawing for Production encourages visual problem solving using a common graphic language to describe forms in 
the human made environment. The content of this syllabus evolved from the way industrial, engineering and architectural firms 
solve their design problems and communicate their solutions. The syllabus emphasizes critical  
thinking, creative problem solving, technical drawing processes, industrial and construction processes and critical evaluation of 
both personal work and work by others. 
 
 Media Productions    Course #858     1 Unit - 2 Semesters 
Use of digital still photography and all associated equipment and software including Adobe Photoshop and Microsoft Image 
editor.  This will cover the processing of digital images including filtering, image sizing, image re-touching, use of images in 
various applications including Word, Power Point, Publisher, Adobe Premiere, preparing images for use on the Internet etc.  
Use of digital camcorders and all associated equipment and software including Adobe Premiere, Ulead Video Studio 5.0, Of-
fice XP suite, Roxio Easy CD Creator, DVD authoring Software, MPEGS and MPEG3 video rendering software, Cleaner EZ 
5.0 streaming video software, DIVX Codes encoding software, Direct X,  
QuickTime etc.  In addition we will cover storyboarding and script creation.  This area will include field trips to local  
television stations to observe news anchors at work as well as production personnel.  One outcome of this course will be to 
prepare students to broadcast our daily announcements as well as special features they create via a school wide video system.   
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENT WORKSHEET 

 8th 
Grade 

Credit 9th 
Grade 

Credit 10th 
Grade 

Credit 11th  
Grade 

Credit 12th  
Grade 

Credit 

 
 
1 

  English 1 English 1 English 1 English 1 

 
 
2 

  Global  
History 1 

1     US History 1 Economics 
Government 

.5 

.5 

 
 
3 

  Global  
History 2 

1           

 
 
4 

  Math 
___________ 

1 Math 
__________ 

 Math 
__________ 

1   

 
 
5 

  Science 
___________ 

1 Science 
__________ 

1 Science 
__________ 

1   

 
 
6 

  Lalb 
___________ 

 Lab 
__________ 

 Lab 
__________ 

   

 
 
7 

  PE .5 PE .5 PE .5 PE .5 

 
 
8 

  Art  
or  
Music 
or 
Tech 

1   Health .5   

 
 
9 

Second 
Language 
Proficiency 

1 Second  
Language** 
___________ 

1 Second  
Language** 
__________ 

1     

 
 

10 

          

   *Students must complete ONE: Studio in Art, Band, Chorus, Design & Drawing for Production or Introduction to Engineering Design.  
  
 **A 5-unit sequence in Art, Music, Business, Project Lead the Way or Career and Technical Education can substitute for the sequence in Foreign language.  
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